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A’MAAL - 17TH RAMAZAN

Merits of 17th Night Namaz
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Battle of Badr (2H)

The Prophet (s) and his small army of 313 Muslims were far outnumbered as compared to the army of
polytheists of Makkah. The Prophet (s) prayed to Allah (s.w.t) for victory despite the great odds against
the Muslim army, and Allah sent his help (8:9)...
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1Z TASTAGHEETHOONA RABBAKUM FASTAJAABA LAKUM ANNEE MUMIDDUKUM BI-ALFIN MINA
AL-MALAA'TKATI MURDIFEEN

When you sought aid from your Lord, so He answered you: I will assist you with a thousand of the angels
following one another.
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A seemingly impossible and hopeless situation became a great victory for the Muslims. Thus the
impossible became possible through dua. Therefore on this night, pray for seemingly impossible wishes,
and inshallah (god willing) they shall be fulfilled. In view of that, it is highly recommended to give alms
and thank Almighty Allah. Besides this, performing Ghusl (spiritual bath) and to practice acts of worship
at this night achieve a great reward.
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According to numerous narrations, the Holy Prophet (s) asked his companions, at the night before the
Battle of Badr, to go to Badr Spring and bring some water. All the companions kept silent and none of
them had the courage to undertake this mission. Imam Ali (a), therefore, went towards that spring for
getting some water. It was such a murky, bitterly cold, and windy night. When Imam Ali (a) reached that
dark, deep spring, he could not find a bucket to carry water. He therefore had to step down that spring
and fill in the skin with water.
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On his way back to the Holy Prophet’s camp, he faced such a strong storm that made him sit on the
ground. When it calmed down, he continued marching. Then, another storm that was as intense as the
first blew so heavily that he had to sit on the ground. When it calmed down, he continued marching.
Again, a third storm that was as intense as the previous ones blew so heavily that he had to sit on the
ground. When it calmed down, he continued marching until he reached the Holy Prophet (s) who, then,
asked why he had been late. “I faced three heavy storms that made me sit to the ground three times. I

therefore had to wait until they would calm down,” explained Imam Ali (a).
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“Did you know what these three storms were, Ali?” asked the Holy Prophet (s). As Imam Ali (a) answered
in the negative, the Holy Prophet (s) explained, “The first storm was Archangel Jibraeel with one
thousand angels who, altogether, came to greet you. The second storm was Archangel Mikaaeel with one
thousand angels who, altogether, came to greet you. The third storm was Archangel Israfeel with one

thousand angels who, altogether, came to greet you. All these angels descended to the earth to back us.”
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To this event has a scholar referred, saying, Imam Ali (a) had 3003 merits in a single night. Similarly,

Sayyid Himyari, the famous poet, composed a few laudatory poetic verses immortalizing this event...
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UQSIMU BILLAAHI WA-AALAA'THI WAL-MAR'U AMMAA QAALA MAS'OOLUN, INNA ALIYYA IBNA
ABEE TAALIBIN ALAA AT-TUQAA WAL-BIRRI MAJBOOLUN, KAANA IZAA AL-HARBU MARAT-HAA
AL-QANAA WA-AHJAMAT ANHAA AL-BAHAALEELU, YAMSHEE ILAA AL-QIRNI WAFEE KAFFIHI
ABYADU MAADEE AL-HADDI MASQOOLUN, MASHYA AL-AFARNAA BAYNA ASHBAALIHI ABRAZAHU
LIL-QANASIAL-GHEELU, ZAAKA ALLAZEE SALLAMA FEE LAYLATIN ALAYHI MEEKAALUN
WAJIBREELUN, MEEKAALU FEE ALFIN WAJIBREELU FEE ALFIN WAYATLOOHUM ISRAAFEELU
LAYLATA BADRIN MADADAN UNZILOO KA-ANNAHUM TAYRUN ABAABEEL.

I swear by Allah and His blessings and a person will be questioned about what he says that Ali ibn Abi Talib
is formed upon piety and righteousness. When war raged and spears drove into its midst, the bold men
held back from it; yet he would stride straight toward the champion, and in his hand was a gleaming white
sword sharp-edged and polished. He advanced like a powerful lion among its cubs, brought out by the
jungle for the hunt. He is the one whom, on a certain night, Mikaaeel and Jibraeel greeted: Mikaaeel
among a thousand, and Jibraeel among a thousand, and Israafil followed them on the night of Badr as
reinforcements sent down, as though they were birds in flocks (like abaabil).
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