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A’MAAL - MONTH OF RAMAZAN

Merits of Ramazan
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Shaikh Sadug has narrated that the Holy Prophet (s) used to release all prisoners and give all beggars
when the month of Ramazan comes. The month of Ramazan is the month of Allah. It is the most
honorable of all months. In this month, the doors of heavens, gardens of Paradise, and mercy are opened
while the doors of Hellfire are closed. In this month too, there is a night at which the acts of worship are
more favorable than the worship of one thousand months. In view of that, you are advised to take notice
of this and consider how to spend the nights and days of this month and how to keep your organs and
senses against committing any act of disobedience to Almighty Allah. Beware of being one of those who
spend the nights of Ramazan with sleeping and its days with negligence of mentioning your Lord. In this
respect, a Hadith reads, “Verily, Almighty Allah releases one million persons from Hellfire at the last of
each day in Ramazan and, more specifically, at the hour of breaking the fasting. At the last night and on
the last day of Ramazan, He releases from Hellfire as same as the number of all those whom He has

released all over the month of Ramazan.”
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Beware lest the holy month of Ramazan comes upon you and ends while you have still had some sins
owing to which you will be punished. Beware lest you are included with the sinners who are deprived of
imploring for the forgiveness of their sins and praying Almighty Allah for granting their desires.
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Imam Ja'far Sadiq (a) is reported to have said, “Verily, one who is not forgiven in Ramazan will not
be forgiven up to the next Ramazan unless (he goes for Hajj) he witnesses the ritual of the halting at
Mount Arafat.”
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Imam Ja'far Sadiq (a) says: “When you begin your day observing fasting, you should make sure that your
hearing, your sight, your hair, your skin, and all your organs are also observing fasting, that is
abstaining from not only the forbidden acts but also the discommended ones.”
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Imam Sadiq (a) has also said, “Do not allow the day on which you observe fasting to be like your other

”

days.” “Verily, fasting is not the abstinence from food and drink; rather, when you observe fasting, you
should keep your tongues from uttering falsehood, keep your sights from seeing forbidden views, do not
engage yourselves in disputes, do not envy each other, do not backbite each other, do not quarrel with
each other, do not swear, whether falsely or truly, do not insult each other, do not revile at each other, do
not wrong each other, do not engage yourselves in shameless disputes, do not be bored, do not be careless
of mentioning Almighty Allah or of prayers, abide by silence, quietness, patience, truthfulness, and
avoidance of the evildoers, avoid perjury, lie, slander, contention, evil thinking, backbiting, and
talebearing, ready yourselves for the Next World and for your happy days; that is the Advent of the Rising
Imam from the Household of Muhammad (s) expecting that which Almighty Allah has promised you,
preparing yourselves for meeting Almighty Allah with tranquility, solemnity, piety, submission, and
humiliation of the slaves who fear and hope for their masters.
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Observer of fasting, purify your heart from defects, clean your inner self from filth, wash your body
from dirt, disavow the enemies of Almighty Allah, act sincerely in His presence, abstain from all that
which He has deemed unlawful for you to do in secret and in public, fear Almighty Allah as exactly as He
deserves in secret and in public, dedicate yourself to Almighty Allah during the days of your fasting,
empty your heart from all things save Him, and ready yourself to do whatever is commanded by Him and
to do whatever He has ordered you to do. After you do all these, only then you are considered fasting for
the sake of Almighty Allah as truly as it should be. Carry out all that which He has ordered you to do.
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But if you violate any of these matters, this will decline the degree of your fasting. My father (s) narrated
that when the Holy Messenger of Allah (s), heard a woman, who claimed observing fasting, insulting one
of her bondwomen, he summoned her, brought her some food, and ordered her to eat. ‘I am observing
fasting!’ she stated. But the Holy Prophet (s) answered, ‘How can you be fasting while you have insulted
your bondwoman?’ Verily, fasting is not to abstain from eating and drinking; rather, Almighty Allah has
decided fasting to be a screen from all spoken and done evildoings. Too little is the fasting and too much

is the feeling of hunger!’
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Imam Ali (a) has said, “Too many are the fasting ones who suffer nothing but thirst. Likewise, too many
are the worshippers who suffer nothing but fatigue. How wonderful the sleeping and eating of the

courteous ones are!”
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It has been narrated on the authority of Jabir ibn Yazid that Imam Muhammad Bagqir (a) narrated that
the Holy Prophet (s) said to Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah Ansari, “Listen, Jabir! This is the month of Ramazan. If
one observes fasting on the days of this month, spends a part of its nights with acts of worship, wards off
his stomach and private parts, and suppresses his tongue, if one does all these things, he will dispose of
all his sins in the same way as the month ends.” Jabir commented, “O Allah’s Messenger, how wonderful
these words are!” The Holy Prophet (s) answered, “But how difficult these terms are!”
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In fact, the best of deeds in the month of Ramazan is the recitation of the Holy Qur’an. It is thus highly
advisable to recite it in this month in a way different from reciting it in the other months, since its
revelation was in Ramazan. A Hadith reads that everything has a springtime; and the springtime of the
Holy Qur’an is the month of Ramazan. The reward of reciting the whole Qur’an is doubled when its
recitation is dedicated to the souls of the holy fourteen Infallibles (a) by dedicating each recitation to
each one of them respectively. According to some narrations, the reward of one who dedicates the
recitation of the Holy Qur’an to the Holy Infallibles (a) is that one shall be included with them on the

Resurrection Day.
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It is also advisable to say supplications, offer prayers, implore for Almighty Allah’s forgiveness, and
confess His Oneness (by repeating the phrase of La-ilaha illal-lahu there is no god save Allah) as much as
possible in Ramazan. In this regard, Imam Ali ibn Husain Zainul Aabedin (a) used to stop talking in
Ramazan except with phrases of prayers, glorification of Almighty Allah, implorations of His

forgiveness, and phrases of confessing of His magnificence (ie. Takbir saying: Allahu Akbar).
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