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1. In Praise of God

J L 9 47
In Praise of God

BISMIALLAAHI AR-RAHMAANI AR-RAHEEM

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful.
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AL-HAMDU LILLAAHIAL-AWWALI BILAA AWWALIN KAANA QABLAHOO WAL-AAKHIRIBILAA
AAKHIRIN YAKOONU BA'DAHU ALLAZEE QASURAT AN RU'YATIHEE ABSAARU AN-NAAZIREENA
WAAJAZAT AN NA'TIHEE AWHAAMU AL-WAASIFEENA IBTADA'A BIQUDRATIHI AL-KHALQA
IBTIDAAAN WAKHTARAAHUM ALAA MASHIYYATIHI IKHTIRAAAN THUMMA SALAKA BIHIM
TAREEQA IRAADATIHEE WABAATHAHUM FEE SABEELI MAHABBATIH.

Praise belongs to God, the First, without a first before Him, the Last, without a last behind Him. Beholders’
eyes fall short of seeing Him, describers’ imaginations are not able to depict Him. He originated the
creatures through His power with an origination, He devised them in accordance with His will with a

devising. Then He made them walk on the path of His desire, He sent them out on the way of His love.
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LAA YAMLIKOONA TAAKHEERAN AMMAA QADDAMAHUM ILAYHI WALAA YASTATEE'OONA
TAQADDUMAN ILAA MAA AKHKHARAHUM ANHOO WAJAALA LIKULLI ROOHIN MINHUM QOOTAN
MA'LOOMAN MAQSOOMAN MIN RIZQIHEE LAA YANQUSU MAN ZAADAHOO NAAQISUN WALAA
YAZEEDU MAN NAQASA MINHUM ZAATDUN THUMMA DARABA LAHOO FEE AL-HAYAATI AJALAN
MAWQOOTAN WANASABA LAHOO AMADAN MAHDOODAN YATAKHATTA'U ILAYHI BI-AYYAAMI
'UMURIHEE WAYARHAQUHOO BI-A'WAAMI DAHRIH.

They cannot keep back from that to which He has sent them forward, nor can they go forward to that from
which He has kept them back. He assigned from His provision to each of their spirits a nourishment
known and apportioned. No decreaser decreases those whom He increases, no increaser increases those
of them whom He decreases. Then for each spirit He strikes a fixed term in life, for each He setsup a
determined end; he walks toward it through the days of his span, he overtakes it through the years of

his time.
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HATTAA IZAA BALAGHA AQSAA ATHARIHEE WASTAWABA HISAABA 'UMURIHEE QABADAHOOILAA
MAA NADABAHOO ILAYHI MIN MAWFOORI THAWAABIHEE AW MAHZOORI 'IQAABIHEE LIYAJZIYA
ALLAZEENA ASAA'U BIMAA AMILOO WAYAJZIYA ALLAZEENA AHSANOO BIL-HUSNAA ADLAN
MINHU TAQADDASAT ASMAA'UHOO WATAZAAHARAT AALAA'UHOO LAA YUSALU AMMAA YAFALU
WAHUM YUSALOON.

Then, when he takes his final step and embraces the reckoning of his span, God seizes him to the abundant
reward or the feared punishment to which He has called him, That He may repay those who do evil

for what they have done and repay those who do good with goodness, as justice from Him (holy are

His names,and manifest His boons). He shall not be questioned as to what He does, but they shall

be questioned.
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WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHIALLAZEE LAW HABASA AN IBAADIHEE MA'RIFATA HAMDIHEE ALAA MAA
ABLAAHUM MIN MINANIHI AL-MUTATAABIATI WA-ASBAGHA ALAYHIM MIN NIAMIHI AL-
MUTAZAAHIRATI LATASARRAFOO FEE MINANIHEE FALAM YAHMADOOHU WATAWASSA'OO FEE
RIZQIHEE FALAM YASHKUROOHU WALAW KAANOO KAZAALIKA LAKHARAJOO MIN HUDOODI AL-
INSAANIYYATIILAA HADDI AL-BAHEEMIYYATI FAKAANOO KAMAA WASAFA FEE MUHKAMI
KITAABIHEE IN HUM ILLAA KAL-ANAAMI BAL HUM ADALLU SABEELAA.

Praise belongs to God, for, had He withheld from His servants the knowledge to praise Him for the
uninterrupted kindnesses with which He has tried them and the manifest favours which He has lavished
upon them, they would have moved about in His kindnesses without praising Him, and spread themselves
out in His provision without thanking Him. Had such been the case, they would have left the bounds of
humanity for that of beastliness and become as He has described in the firm text of His Book: They are but
as the cattle nay, but they are further astray from the way!
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WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHI ALAA MAA ARRAFANAA MIN NAFSIHEE WAL-HAMANAA MIN SHUKRIHEE
WAFATAHA LANAA MIN ABWAABI AL-'TLMI BIRUBOOBIYYATIHEE WADALLANAA ALAYHI MINA
AL-IKHLAASI LAHOO FEE TAWHEEDIHEE WAJANNABANAA MINA AL-ILHAADI WASH-SHAKKI

FEE AMRIH.

Praise belongs to God, for the true knowledge of Himself He has given to us, the thanksgiving He has
inspired us to offer Him, the doors to knowing His Lordship He has opened for us, the sincerity towards
Him in professing His Unity to which He has led us, and the deviation and doubt in His Command from
which He has turned us aside.
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HAMDAN NUAMMARU BIHEE FEEMAN HAMIDAHOO MIN KHALQIHEE WANASBIQU BIHEE MAN
SABAQA ILAA RIDAAHU WAAFWIHEE HAMDAN YUDEE'U LANAA BIHEE ZULUMAATI AL-BARZAKHI
WAYUSAHHILU ALAYNAA BIHEE SABEELA AL-MABATHI WAYUSHARRIFU BIHEE MANAAZILANAA
'INDA MAWAAQIFI AL-ASHHAADI YAWMA TUJZAA KULLU NAFSIN BIMAA KASABAT WAHUM

LAA YUZLAMOON.

A praise through which we may be given long life among those of His creatures who praise Him, and
overtake those who have gone ahead toward His good pleasure and pardon; a praise through which He will
illuminate for us the shadows of the interworld, ease for us the path of the Resurrection, and raise up our
stations at the standing places of the Witnesses on the day when every soul will be repaid for what it has
earned they shall not be wronged.
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YAWMA LAA YUGHNEE MAWLAN AN MAWLAN SHAYAN WALAA HUM YUNSAROONA HAMDAN
YARTAFI'U MINNAA ILAA A'LAA ILLIYYEENA FEE KITAABIN MARQOOMIN YASHHADUHU AL-
MUQARRABOONA HAMDAN TAQARRU BIHEE 'UYOONUNAA IZAA BARIQATI AL-ABSAARU
WATABYADDU BIHEE WUJOOHUNAA IZAA ISWADDATI AL-ABSHAARU HAMDAN NU'TAQU BIHEE
MINALEEMI NAARTALLAAHIILAA KAREEMI JIWAARIALLAAHI HAMDAN NUZAAHIMU BIHEE
MALAATKATAHU AL-MUQARRABEENA WANUDAAMMU BIHEE ANBIYAAAHU AL-MURSALEENA
FEE DAARIAL-MUQAAMATIALLATEE LAA TAZOOLU WAMAHALLI KARAAMATIHIALLATEE

LAA TAHOOL.

The day a master shall avail nothing a client, and they shall not be helped; a praise which will rise up from
us to the highest of the ’Illiyun in a book inscribed, witnessed by those brought nigh, a praise whereby our
eyes may be at rest when sight is dazzled, our faces whitened when skins are blackened, a praise through
which we may be released from God’s painful Fire and enter God’s generous neighbourhood, a praise by
which we may jostle the angels brought nigh and join the prophets, the envoys, in a House of Permanence

that does not remove, the Place of His Generosity that does not change.
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WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHIALLAZEE IKHTAARA LANAA MAHAASINA AL-KHALQI WA-AJRAA ALAYNAA
TAYYIBAATIAR-RIZQI WAJAALA LANAA AL-FADEELATA BIL-MALAKATI ALAA JAMEE'TAL-KHALQI
FAKULLU KHALEEQATIHEE MUNQAADATUN LANAA BIQUDRATIHEE WASAA'TRATUN ILAA
TAAATINAA BI'TZZATIH. WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHIALLAZEE AGHLAQA ANNAA BAABA AL-HAAJATI
ILLAA ILAYHI FAKAYFA NUTEEQU HAMDAHOO AM MATAA NUADDEE SHUKRAHOO LAA MATAA.

Praise belongs to God, who chose for us the good qualities of creation, granted us the agreeable things of
provision, and appointed for us excellence through domination over all creation; every one of His
creatures submits to us through His power and comes to obey us through His might. Praise belongs to God,
who locked for us the gate of need except toward Him. So how can we praise Him? When can we thank

Him? Indeed, when?
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WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHIALLAZEE RAKKABA FEENAA AALAATIAL-BASTI WAJAALA LANAA
ADAWAATI AL-QABDI WAMATTA’ANAA BI-ARWAAHI AL-HAYAATI WA-ATHBATA FEENAA
JAWAARIHA AL-A'MAALI WAGHAZZAANAA BITAYYIBAATI AR-RIZQI WA-AGHNAANAA BIFADLIHEE
WA-AQNAANAA BIMANNIH.

Praise belongs to God, who placed within us the organs of expansion, assigned for us the agents of
contraction, gave us to enjoy the spirits of life, fixed within us the limbs of works, nourished us with the
agreeable things of provision, freed us from need through His bounty, and gave us possessions through

His kindness.
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THUMMA AMARANAA LIYAKHTABIRA TAAATANAA WANAHAANAA LIYABTALIYA SHUKRANAA
FAKHAALAFNAA AN TAREEQI AMRIHEE WARAKIBNAA MUTOONA ZAJRIHEE FALAM YABTADIRNAA
BI'UQOOBATIHEE WALAM YUAAJILNAA BINIQMATIHEE BAL TAANNAANAA BIRAHMATIHEE
TAKARRUMAN WANTAZARA MURAAJAATANAA BIRAAFATIHEE HILMAA.

Then He commanded us that He might test our obedience and prohibited us that He might try our
thanksgiving. So we turned against the path of His commandments and mounted the backs of His
warnings. Yet He hurried us not to His punishment, nor hastened us on to His vengeance. No, He
went slowly with us through His mercy, in generosity, and awaited our return through His clemency,

in mildness.
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WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHIALLAZEE DALLANAA ALAA AT-TAWBATI ALLATEE LAM NUFID-HAA ILLAA
MIN FADLIHEE FALAW LAM NA'TADID MIN FADLIHEE ILLAA BIHAA LAQAD HASUNA BALAA'UHOO
INDANAA WAJALLA IHSAANUHOO ILAYNAA WAJASUMA FADLUHOO ALAYNAA FAMAA HAAKAZAA
KAANAT SUNNATUHOO FEE AT-TAWBATI LIMAN KAANA QABLANAA.

Praise belongs to God, who showed us the way to repentance, which we would not have won save through
His bounty. Had we nothing to count as His bounty but this, His trial of us would have been good, His
beneficence toward us great, His bounty upon us immense. For such was not His wont in repentance with
those who went before us.

S f e dfecdn (/s 2L Spi p S Gurd Ped L oo
’LJ’LLJ’A}KU’UW' g lilosf Kl e F el g aed Ao ge e &«‘”‘L}L;Mri.jwéwu;%
-Lﬁ;{;/zguﬂuj;/gﬁ,j’LLuf:’ b s

l\\

e B usY E0g o35 1508 ) Urdag 85 Gag ) GAKS 405 o W0 8L ¥ G Gz &5 5
-4} 5 & G Biaddis aille G o2 G UGG 1532

LAQAD WADA'A ANNAA MAA LAA TAAQATA LANAA BIHEE WALAM YUKALLIFNAA ILLAA WUSAN
WALAM YUJASHSHIMNAA ILLAA YUSRAN WALAM YADA' LI- AHADIN MINNAA HUJJATAN
WALAA 'UZRAN FAL-HAALIKU MINNAA MAN HALAKA ALAYHI WAS-SA'EEDU MINNAA MAN
RAGHIBA ILAYH.

He has lifted up from us what we have not the strength to bear, charged us only to our capacity, imposed
upon us nothing but ease, and left none of us with an argument or excuse. So the perisher among us is he
who perishes in spite of Him and the felicitous among us he who beseeches Him.
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WAL-HAMDU LILLAAHI BIKULLI MAA HAMIDAHOO BIHEE ADNAA MALAA'IKATIHEE ILAYHI WA-
AKRAMU KHALEEQATIHEE ALAYHI WA-ARDAA HAAMIDEEHI LADAYHI HAMDAN YAFDULU SAA'IRA
AL-HAMDI KAFADLI RABBINAA ALAA JAMEE'TI KHALQIH.

And praise belongs to God with all the praises of His angels closest to Him, His creatures most noble in His
eyes, and His praisers most pleasing to Him; a praise that may surpass other praises as our Lord surpasses

all His creatures.
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THUMMA LAHU AL-HAMDU MAKAANA KULLI NI'MATIN LAHOO ALAYNAA WAALAA JAMEE'T
TIBAADIHI AL-MAADEENA WAL-BAAQEENA ADADA MAA AHAATA BIHEE ILMUHOO MIN JAMEE'T
AL-ASHYAA'TWAMAKAANA KULLI WAAHIDATIN MINHAA ADADUHAA ADAAFAN MUDAAAFATAN
ABADAN SARMADAN ILAA YAWMIAL-QIYAAMATI HAMDAN LAA MUNTAHAA LIHADDIHEE WALAA
HISAABA LI'ADADIHEE WALAA MABLAGHA LIGHAAYATIHEE WALAA INQITAAA LI-AMADIH.

Then to Him belongs praise, in place of His every favour upon us and upon all His servants, past and still
remaining, to the number of all things His knowledge encompasses, and in place of each of His favours,
their number doubling and redoubling always and forever, to the Day of Resurrection; a praise whose
bound has no utmost end, whose number has no reckoning, whose limit cannot be reached, whose period

cannot be cut off.
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HAMDAN YAKOONU WUSLATAN ILAA TAAATIHEE WAAFWIHEE WASABABAN ILAA RIDWAANIHEE
WAZAREEATAN ILAA MAGHFIRATIHEE WATAREEQAN ILAA JANNATIHEE WAKHAFEERAN MIN
NAQIMATIHEE WA-AMNAN MIN GHADABIHEE WAZAHEERAN ALAA TAAATIHEE WAHAAJIZAN AN
MA'SIYATIHEE WAAWNAN ALAA TAADIYATI HAQQIHEE WAWAZAA'TFIHEE HAMDAN NASADU
BIHEE FEE AS-SUADAA'T MIN AWLIYAATHEE WANASEERU BIHEE FEE NAZMI ASH-SHUHADAA'T
BISUYOOFI ADAATHEE INNAHOO WALIYYUN HAMEED.

A praise which will become a link to His obedience and pardon, a tie to His good pleasure, a means to His
forgiveness, a path to His Garden, a protector against His vengeance, a security against His wrath, an aid to
obeying Him, a barrier against disobeying Him, a help in fulfilling His right and His duties; a praise that
will make us felicitous among His felicitous friends, and bring us into the ranks of those martyred by the
swords of His enemies. He is a Friend, Praiseworthy!
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ALLAAHUMMA SALLI ALAA MUHAMMADIN WA-AALI MUHAMMAD.

O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad.
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