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37. Giving Thanks

ﬁ

His Supplication in Giving Thanks

BISMIALLAAHI AR-RAHMAANI AR-RAHEEM

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful.
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ALLAAHUMMA INNA AHADAN LAA YABLUGHU MIN SHUKRIKA GHAAYATAN ILLAA HASALA
ALAYHI MIN IHSAANIKA MAA YULZIMUHOO SHUKRAN WALAA YABLUGHU MABLAGHAN MIN
TAAATIKA WA-INI IJTAHADA ILLAA KAANA MUQASSIRAN DOONA ISTIHQAAQIKA BIFADLIK.

O God, no one reaches a limit in thanking Thee without acquiring that of Thy beneficence which enjoins
upon him thanksgiving, nor does anyone reach a degree in obeying Thee, even if he strives, without falling
short of what Thou deservest because of Thy bounty.
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FA-ASHKARU TBAADAKA AAJIZUN AN SHUKRIKA WA-ABADUHUM MUQASSIRUN AN TAAATIKA
LAA YAJIBU LI-AHADIN AN TAGHFIRA LAHOO BISTIHQAAQIHEE WALAA AN TARDAA ANHU
BISTEEJAABIHEE FAMAN GHAFARTA LAHOO FABITAWLIKA WAMAN RADEETA ANHU FABIFADLIK.

The most thankful of Thy servants has not the capacity to thank Thee, and the most worshipful of them
falls short of obeying Thee. To none of them is due Thy forgiveness through what he himself deserves or
Thy good pleasure for his own merit. When Thou forgivest someone, it is through Thy graciousness, and

when Thou art pleased with someone, it is through Thy bounty.
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TASHKURU YASEERA MAA SHUKIRTAHOO WATUTHEEBU ALAA QALEELI MAA TUTAA'U FEEHI
HATTAA KA-ANNA SHUKRA TBAADIKA ALLAZEE AWJABTA ALAYHI THAWAABAHUM WA-AZAMTA
ANHU JAZAAAHUM AMRUN MALAKOO ISTITAAATA AL-IMTINAAT MINHU DOONAKA
FAKAAFAYTAHUM AW LAM YAKUN SABABUHOO BIYADIKA FAJAAZAYTAHUM.

Thou showest gratitude for the paltry for which Thou showest gratitude and Thou rewardest the small act
in which Thou art obeyed, so that it seems as if Thy servants’ thanksgiving for which Thou hast made
incumbent their reward and made great their repayment is an affair from which they could have held back
without Thee, and hence Thou wilt recompense them, and whose cause is not in Thy hand, and hence Thou

wilt repay them.
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BAL MALAKTA YAAILAAHEE AMRAHUM QABLA AN YAMLIKOO TBAADATAKA WA-A'DADTA
THAWAABAHUM QABLA AN YUFEEDOO FEE TAAATIKA WAZAALIKA ANNA SUNNATAKA AL-
IFDAALU WAAADATAKA AL-THSAANU, WASABEELAKA AL-AFWU FAKULLU AL-BARIYYATI
MU'TARIFATUN BI-ANNAKA GHAYRU ZAALIMIN LIMAN AAQABTA WASHAAHIDATUN BI-ANNAKA
MUTAFADDILUN ALAA MAN AAFAYTA WAKULLUN MUQIRRUN ALAA NAFSIHEE BIT-TAQSEERI
AMMAA ISTAWJABT.

Nay, my God, Thou hadst power over their affair before they had power to worship Thee, and Thou hadst
prepared their reward before they began to obey Thee; and that because Thy wont is bestowal of bounty,
Thy custom beneficence, Thy way pardon. So all creatures confess that Thou wrongest not him whom Thou
punishest and bear witness that Thou bestowest bounty upon him whom Thou pardonest. Each admits that
he has fallen short of what Thou meritest.
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FALAW LAA ANNA ASH-SHAYTAANA YAKHTADI'UHUM AN TAAATIKA MAA ASAAKA AASIN WALAW
LAA ANNAHOO SAWWARA LAHUMU AL-BAATILA FEE MITHAALTAL-HAQQI MAA DALLA AN
TAREEQIKA DAALLUN FASUBHAANAKA MAA ABYANA KARAMAKA FEE MUAAMALATI MAN
ATAAAKA AW ASAAKA TASHKURU LIL-MUTEETMAA ANTA TAWALLAYTAHU LAHOO WATUMLEE

LIL-AASEE FEEMAA TAMLIKU MUAAJALATAHOO FEEH.

Had Satan not misled them from Thy obedience, no disobeyer would have disobeyed Thee, and had he not
shown falsehood to them in the likeness of truth no strayer would have gone astray from Thy path. So glory
be to Thee! How manifest is Thy generosity in dealing with him who obeys or disobeys Thee! Thou showest
gratitude to the obedient for that which Thou undertakest for him, and Thou grantest a respite to the
disobedient in that within which Thou art able to hurry him.
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A'TAYTA KULLAN MINHUMAA MAA LAM YAJIBLAHOO WATAFADDALTA ALAA KULLIN MINHUMAA
BIMAA YAQSURU AMALUHOO ANHU WALAW KAAFA'TAAL-MUTEEA ALAA MAAANTA
TAWALLAYTAHOO LA-AWSHAKA AN YAFQIDA THAWAABAKA WA-AN TAZOOLA ANHU NI'MATUKA
WALAAKINNAKA BIKARAMIKA JAAZAYTAHOO ALAA AL-MUDDATI AL-QASEERATI AL-FAANIYATI
BIL-MUDDATI AT-TAWEELATI AL-KHAALIDATI WAALAA AL-GHAAYATI AL-QAREEBATI AZ-ZAA'ILATI
BIL-GHAAYATIAL-MADEEDATIAL-BAAQIYAH.

Thou givest to each of them that which is not his due, and Thou bestowest bounty upon each in that
wherein his works fall short. Wert Thou to counterbalance for the obedient servant that which Thou
Thyself hadst undertaken, he would be on the point of losing Thy reward and seeing the end of Thy favour,
but through Thy generosity Thou hast repaid him for a short, perishing term with a long, everlasting term,
and for a near, vanishing limit with an extended, abiding limit.
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THUMMA LAM TASUMHU AL-QISAASA FEEMAA AKALA MIN RIZQIKA ALLAZEE YAQWAA BIHEE
ALAA TAAATIKA WALAM TAHMILHU ALAA AL-MUNAAQASHAATI FEE AL-AALAATI ALLATEE
TASABBABA BISTI'MAALIHAA ILAA MAGHFIRATIKA WALAW FAALTA ZAALIKA BIHEE LAZAHABA
BIJAMEE'T MAA KADAHA LAHOO WAJUMLATI MAA SAAA FEEHI JAZAAAN LIS-SUGHRAA MIN
AYAADEEKA WAMINANIKA WALABAQIYA RAHEENAN BAYNA YADAYKA BISAATRI NIAMIKA
FAMATAA KAANA YASTAHIQQU SHAYAN MIN THAWAABIKA LAA MATAA.

Then Thou dost not visit him with a settling of accounts for Thy provision through which he gained
strength to obey Thee, nor dost Thou force him to make reckonings for the organs he employed to find the
means to Thy forgiveness. Wert Thou to do that to him, it would take away everything for which he had
labored and all wherein he had exerted himself as repayment for the smallest of Thy benefits and
kindnesses, and he would remain hostage before Thee for Thy other favours. So how can he deserve

something of Thy reward? Indeed, how?
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HAAZAA YAA ILAAHEE HAALU MAN ATAAAKA WASABEELU MAN TAABBADA LAKA FA-AMMAA AL-
AASEE AMRAKA WAL-MUWAAQI'U NAHYAKA FALAM TUAAJILHU BINAQIMATIKA LIKAY
YASTABDILA BIHAALIHEE FEE MA'SIYATIKA HAALA AL-INAABATIILAA TAAATIKA WALAQAD
KAANA YASTAHIQQU FEE AWWALI MAA HAMMA BI'ISYAANIKA KULLA MAA A'DADTA LIJAMEET
KHALQIKA MIN 'UQOOBATIKA FAJAMEE'U MAA AKHKHARTA ANHU MINA AL-AZAABI WA-ABTA'TA
BIHEE ALAYHI MIN SATAWAATI AN-NAQIMATI WAL-'TQAABI TARKUN MIN HAQQIKA WARIDAN
BIDOONI WAAJIBIK.

This, my God, is the state of him who obeys Thee and the path of him who worships Thee. But as for him
who disobeys Thy command and goes against Thy prohibition, Thou dost not hurry him to Thy vengeance,
so that he may seek to replace his state in disobeying Thee with the state of turning back to obey Thee,
though he deserved from the time he set out to disobey Thee every punishment which Thou hast prepared
for all Thy creatures. Through each chastisement which Thou hast kept back from him and each penalty of
Thy vengeance and Thy punishment which Thou hast delayed from him, Thou hast refrained from Thy
right and shown good pleasure in place of what Thou hast made obligatory.
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FAMAN AKRAMU MINKA YAAILAAHEE WAMAN ASHQAA MIMMAN HALAKA ALAYKA LAA MAN
FATABAARAKTA AN TOOSAFA ILLAA BIL-IHSAANI WAKARUMTA AN YUKHAAFA MINKA ILLAA AL-
ADLULAA YUKHSHAA JAWRUKA ALAA MAN ASAAKA WALAA YUKHAAFU IGHFAALUKA
THAWAABA MAN ARDAAKA FASALLI ALAA MUHAMMADIN WA-AALIHEE WAHAB LEE AMALEE

WAZIDNEE MIN HUDAAKA MAA ASILU BIHEE ILAA AT-TAWFEEQI FEE AMALEE INNAKA
MANNAANUN KAREEM.

So who is more generous, my God, than Thou? And who is more wretched than he who perishes in spite of
Thee? Indeed, who? Thou art too blessed to be described by any but beneficence and too generous for any
but justice to be feared from Thee! There is no dread that Thou wilt be unjust toward him who disobeys
Thee, nor any fear of Thy neglecting to reward him who satisfies Thee. So bless Muhammad and his
Household, give me my hope, and increase me in that of Thy guidance through which I may be successful in
my works! Surely Thou art All-kind, Generous.
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ALLAAHUMMA SALLI ALAA MUHAMMADIN WA-AALI MUHAMMAD.

O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad.
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