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The following is quoted, yet briefly, from the book entitled Zad Ma’ad by Allamah Majlisi, may Allah
show him mercy, under the title: Chapter: the Deceased Prayer: The performance of the ritual Deceased
Prayer is obligatory upon every Muslim individual who knows about the death of somebody. If one
Muslim performs this prayer, the other Muslims will be exempted from this obligatory duty.
Unanimously agreed by all scholars, the Deceased Prayer is obligatory upon all mature Twelver Shi’ites.
However, it is most famous and most acceptable that this prayer is obligatory upon even the immature
who are more than 6 month old. Apparently, it is sufficiently acceptable to intend seeking nearness to
Almighty Allah (rather than pronouncing the words of intention). To perform the Deceased Prayer for
the dead bodies of the less than 6 month old babies who have been born alive is deemed highly
recommended by some scholars, but deemed heretic by some others. However, it is precautious to
neglect performing this prayer for these babies. According to the religious law, the foremost people to
perform the Deceased Prayer are the nearest to the deceased people and who deserve the largest quantity
of his/her inheritance. This is the most familiar law. Thus, a husband must precede others in performing

the Deceased Prayer of his wife.
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The performer of the Deceased Prayer must face the giblah direction and stand to the right side of the
head of the dead body, which must be laid down on the back. Validity of the Deceased Prayer is not
conditional upon ceremonial purity; therefore, it is valid for the ceremonially impure, the menstruating
women, and those who have not performed the ritual ablution (wuzu) to perform such prayers, although
it is recommended for the performers of this prayer to have performed the ritual ablution. If water is not
available, there is something that prevents one from using water, or there is not enough time to perform
the ritual ablution, it is then highly recommended, according to traditions, to perform the dry ablution
(tayammum). However, it is understood from the apparent meanings of some traditions that dry
ablution should be used even if there is nothing that prevents one from performing the ritual ablution. It
is also traditional that the performer of the Deceased Prayer should stand in the middle of the dead body
of a man and in front of the breast of the dead body of a woman. This is the most familiar rule. Besides,
the performer of the Deceased Prayer should take off the shoes and must intend performing the
Deceased Prayer. He must then repeat the takbeer statement 5 times. It is also traditional that he raises
his hands to the level of his ears while uttering these statements. Familiarly, he should say the following

words after uttering the 1st Takbeer statement...
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ASHHADUAN LAA ILAAHAILLAAALLAAHU WA-ASHHADU ANNA MUHAMMADAN
RASOOLUALLAAH.

I bear witness that there is no god save Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad is Allah’s messenger.
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These words should be advisably said after uttering the 2nd Takbeer statement...
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ALLAAHUMMA SALLI ALAA MUHAMMADIN WA-AALI MUHAMMAD.

O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad.

-/.,.J'lf‘u'jf&/’? L Jibe? s s |

These words should be advisably said after uttering the 3rd Takbeer statement...

ol

—oladilly Ghseislizad!l Sel)
ALLAAHUMMA IGHFIRLILMU MINEENA WAL-MU' MINAAT.

O Allah, (please) forgive the believing men and women.

-J/&L‘/}’u'w”ra,;f Dy |

These words should be advisably said after uttering the 4th Takbeer statement...
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ALLAAHUMMA IGHFIR LIHAAZAA AL-MAYYIT.
O Allah, (please) forgive this dead person.
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Then, the 5th Takbeer statement should be uttered, and thus the prayer has been accomplished utterly
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and acceptably. This much prayer is sufficient.
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Asanother method, it is familiarly better to say these words immediately after determining the intention
of performing the Deceased Prayer.
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ASHHADU AN LAA ILAAHAILLAAALLAAHU WAHDAHOO LAASHAREEKA LAHOO WA-ASHHADU
ANNA MUHAMMADAN ABDUHOO WARASOOLUHOO ARSALAHOO BIL-HAQQI BASHEERAN
WANAZEERAN BAYNA YADAYI AS-SAA’AH.

I testify that there is no god except Allah. The One, there is no partner for him. I testify that Muhammad is
His servant and Messenger, whom He sent with truth as a giver of glad tidings and a warner till the
Judgment Day.
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After 2nd Takbeer, it is recommended to say...
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ALLAAHUMMA SALLI ALAA MUHAMMADIN WA-AALI MUHAMMADIN WABAARIK ALAA
MUHAMMADIN WA-AALI MUHAMMADIN WARHAM MUHAMMADAN WA-AALA MUHAMMADIN KA-
AFDALI MAASALLAYTA WABAARAKTA WATARAHHAMTA ALAA IBRAAHEEMA WA-AALI
IBRAAHEEMA INNAKA HAMEEDUN MAJEEDUN WASALLI ALAA JAMEETAL-ANBIYAA'T
WAL-MURSALEENA WASH-SHUHADAA'I WAS-SIDDEEQEENA WAJAMEE'I TBAADI ALLAAHI
AS-SAALIHEEN.

O Allah, exalt Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad and bless Muhammad and the progeny of
Muhammad and have mercy on Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad, like You exalted and blessed
and had mercy on Ibrahim and the progeny of Ibrahim, indeed You are the praised and the majestic. And

exalt all the prophets and messengers and martyrs and the truthful and all the righteous servants.
/;‘L:".J&j/ﬁ/“/&:«éuf/’;;dnyL)’f/u’/,ffdniﬁ;L)th&C./;‘4ZA;JT;1;L)J}t&f/ D |
st st P S sl e s L llls 47 ;véz,_-/,‘(ﬂw Sl EF LA TS 7l .»’_;JJ;L-J/.
_-/.:U}AHVC:(L;L’W/}’ JHa?

After 3rd Takbeer, it is recommended to say...
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ALLAAHUMMA IGHFIR LIL-MU ' MINEENA WAL-MU MINAATI WAL-MUSLIMEENA WAL-
MUSLIMAATIAL-AHYAA'T MINHUM WAL-AMWAATI TAABI' BAYNANAA WABAYNAHUM BIL-
KHAYRAATIINNAKA MUJEEBU AD-DAAWAATI INNAKA ALAA KULLI SHAY'IN QADEER.

O Allah, forgive the believer men and the believer women and the Muslim men and the Muslim women,
their living and their dead. And continue the connection of good between us and them; indeed You are the

acceptor of supplications and You have power over everything .
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After 4th Takbeer, it is recommended to say...
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ALLAAHUMMA INNA HAAZAA ABDUKA WABNU ABDIKA WABNU AMATIKA NAZALA BIKA WA-
ANTA KHAYRU MANZOOLIN BIH. ALLAAHUMMA INNAA LAA NALAMU MINHU ILLAA KHAYRAN
WA-ANTA ALAMU BIHEE MINNAA. ALLAAHUMMA IN KAANA MUHSINAN FAZID FEE IHSAANIHEE
WA-IN KAANA MUSEEAN FATAJAAWAZ ANHU WAGHFIR LAH. ALLAAHUMMA IJALHU INDAKA FEE
A'LAA TLLIYYEENA WAKHLUF ALAA AHLIHEE FEE AL-GHAABIREENA WARHAMHU BIRAHMATIKA
YAAARHAMA AR-RAAHIMEEN.

O Allah! Indeed this is Your servant and the son of Your servant and the son of Your maidservant; he has
come to You, and You are the best to receive him. O Allah! Indeed we know nothing of him except good,
and You know him better than we do. O Allah! If he was a doer of good, then increase his good deeds, and if
he was a doer of evil, then overlook it and forgive him. O Allah! Place him with You in the highest of the
highest (Illiyyin), and take his place for his family among those who remain, and have mercy upon him
with Your mercy, O Most Merciful of the merciful.
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The performer of the Deceased Prayer should then say one more Takbeer statement and finish the prayer.
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If the dead person is female, the following words should be said by the performer of the Deceased

Prayer instead...
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ALLAAHUMMA INNA HAAZIHEE AMATUKA WABNATU ABDIKA WABNATU AMATIKA NAZALAT
BIKA WA ANTA KHAYRU MANZOOLIN BIH. ALLAAHUMMA INNAA LAA NALAMU MINHAA ILLAA
KHAYRAN WA-ANTA A'LAMU BIHAA MINNAA. ALLAAHUMMA IN KAANAT MUHSINATAN FAZIDFEE
THSAANIHAA WA-IN KAANAT MUSEEATAN FATAJAAWAZ ANHAA WAGHFIRLAHAA. ALLAAHUMMA
IJALHAA INDAKA FEE A'LAA TILLIYYEENA WAKHLUF ALAA AHLIHAA FEE AL-GHAABIREENA
WARHAMHAA BIRAHMATIKA YAAARHAMA AR-RAAHIMEEN.

O Allah, indeed this is Your maidservant, daughter of Your servant and daughter of Your maidservant. She
has become Your guest and You are the best of the hosts. O Allah, we do not know except good from her and
You are more knowing than us. O Allah, if she had been a doer of good, increase her good deeds and if she
had been an evil-doer, overlook her and forgive her. And place her with You in the highest of the highest,
and provide for those she leaves behind, and have mercy on her with Your mercy, O Most Merciful of

the merciful.
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If the dead person is of those who are deemed enfeebled, then the performer of the Deceased Prayer
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should say these words...
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ALLAAHUMMA IGHFIR LILLAZEENA TAABOO WATTABA'OO SABEELAKA WAQIHIM AZAABA
AL-JAHEEM.

O Allah, (please) forgive those who have repented and followed Your Path and protect them against the
chastisement of Hellfire.
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If the dead person is an immature child, the performer of the Deceased Prayer should say these words...
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ALLAAHUMMA IJALHU LI-ABAWAYHI WALANAA SALAFAN WAFARATAN WA-AJRAA.

O Allah, (please) make him for his parents and for us a forerunner, one who goes ahead (to prepare for us),

and a reward.
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Printed from https://fzic.org/library/dua/namaz-of-mayyit-4334 — the devotional library of the Fatima Zahra
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