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DUA - DETAILS OF BURIAL

The Inscription to be written & kept with the Dead
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Shaikh Tusi adds: The inscription that should be written down on the document-paper that is put with
the palm-leaf stalk with the dead should be as follows. However, before writing down this inscription,

the writer is advised to say the following words...
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BISMIALLAAHI AR-RAHMAANI AR-RAHEEM

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful.
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ASHHADUAN LAA ILAAHAILLAAALLAAHU WAHDAHOO LAA SHAREEKA LAHOO WA-ASHHADU
ANNA MUHAMMADAN ABDUHOO WARASOOLUHOO SALLAA ALLAAHU ALAYHI WA-AALIHEE WA-
ANNA AL-JANNATA HAQQU WA-ANNA AN-NAARA HAQQU WA-ANNA AS-SAAATA HAQQU
AATIYATUN LAARAYBA FEEHAA WA-ANNA ALLAAHA YABATHU MAN FEE AL-QUBOOR.

I bear witness that there is no god save Allah, One and Only Lord and having no associate with Him. I also
bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger, May Allah bless him and his Household. [I also
bear witness that] Paradise is true, Hellfire is true, the Hour [of Resurrection] is true and is coming; there is
no doubt about it, and Allah shall resurrect those who are in graves.
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Only then, this inscription may be written down...
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BISMIALLAAHIAR-RAHMAANIAR-RAHEEMI SHAHIDA ASH-SHUHOODU AL-MUSAMMAWNA FEE
HAAZAA AL-KITAABIANNA AKHAAHUM FEE ALLAAHI AZZA WAJALLA (FULAANA IBNA FULAAN).

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful. The witnesses whose names are mentioned in
this document-paper witness that their brother-in-Allah (Mighty and Majestic is He), (so and so, the son of
so and so)...
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so and so and the son of so and so
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ASHHADAHUM WASTAWDAAHUM WA-AQARRA INDAHUM ANNAHOO YASHHADU AN LAA ILAAHA
ILLAAALLAAHU WAHDAHOO LAASHAREEKA LAHOO WA-ANNA MUHAMMADAN SALLAAALLAAHU
ALAYHI WA-AALIHEE ABDUHOO WARASOOLUHOO WA-ANNAHOO MUQIRRU BIJAMEETAL-
ANBIYAATWAR-RUSULI ALAYHIMU AS-SALAAMU WA-ANNA ALIYYAN WALIYYU ALLAAHI WA-
IMAAMUHOO WA-ANNA AL-ATMMATA MIN WULDIHEE A IMMATUHOO WA-ANNA AWWALAHUMU
AL-HASANU WAL-HUSAYNU WAALIYYU IBNU AL-HUSAYNI WAMUHAMMADU IBNU ALEE

WAJA'FARU IBNU MUHAMMADIN WAMOOSAA IBNU JAFARIN WAALIYYU IBNU MOOSAA
WAMUHAMMADU IBNU ALEE WAALIYYU IBNU MUHAMMADIN WAL-HASANU IBNU ALEE WAL-
QAATMU AL-HUJJATU ALAYHIMU AS-SALAAMU WA-ANNA AL-JANNATA HAQQU WAN-NAARA
HAQQU WAS-SAAATA AATIYATUN LAARAYBA FEEHAA, WA-ANNA ALLAAHA YABATHU MAN FEE AL-
QUBOORI WA-ANNA MUHAMMADAN SALLAA ALLAAHU ALAYHI WA-AALIHEE (ABDUHOO
WARASOOLUHOO) JAAA BIL-HAQQI WA-ANNA ALIYYAN WALIYYU ALLAAHI WAL-KHALEEFATU
MIN BADIRASOOLIALLAAHI SALLAA ALLAAHU ALAYHI WA-AALIHEE WAMUSTAKHLAFUHOO FEE
UMMATIHEE MUADDIYAN LI-AMRI RABBIHEE TABAARAKA WATAAALAA WA-ANNA FAATIMATA
BINTU RASOOLIALLAAHI WABNAYHAA AL-HASANA WAL-HUSAYNA IBNAA RASOOLIALLAAHI
WASIBTAAHU (WA) IMAAMAA AL-HUDAA WA QAA'TDAA AR-RAHMATI WA-ANNA ALIYYAN
WAMUHAMMADAN WAJA'FARAN WAMOOSAA WAALIYYAN WAMUHAMMADAN WAALIYYAN
WAHASANAN WAL-HUJJATA ALAYHIMU AS-SALAAMU ATMMATUN WAQAADATUN WADUAATUN
ILAAALLAAHI JALLA WAALAA WAHUJJATUN ALAA IBAADIH.

has asked them to witness for him, entrusted with them this statement, and confessed in their presence
that he bears witness that there is no god save Allah, One and Only and having no associate with Him, that
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and his Household, is His servant and messenger, that he acknowledges
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all of the prophets and the messengers [of God], peace be upon them, that Ali is the representative of Allah
and his Imam, that the Imams from Ali’s progeny are his leaders, that they are in sequence Hasan, Husain,
Ali the son of Husain, Muhammad the son of Ali, Ja' far the son of Muhammad, Moosa the son of Ja"far,
Ali the son of Moosa, Muhammad the son of Ali, Ali the son of Muhammad, Hasan the son of Ali, and the
Rising Argument-person, peace be upon them all; and that Paradise is true, Hellfire is true, the Hour [of
Resurrection] shall be coming; there is no doubt about it, and Allah shall resurrect those who are in graves;
and that Muhammad, may Allah bless him and his Household, is Allah’s servant and messenger; he has
come with the truth, that Ali is the representative of Allah, the vicegerent after Allah’s Messenger, may
Allah’s blessings be upon him and his Household, and the one appointed by Allah’s Messenger to succeed
him in his nation, carrying out the command of his Lord the All-blessed and All-exalted, that Fatema is the
daughter of Allah’s Messenger, her two sons Hasan and Husain are the sons and grandsons of Allah’s
Messenger, the two leaders to the true guidance, and the two principals of mercy, and that Ali,
Muhammad, Ja" far, Moosa, Ali, Muhammad, Ali, Hasan, and the Argument-person, peace be upon them
all, are Imams, leaders, inviters to Allah the All-majestic and All-high, and arguments [of Him] against

His servants.
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The writer of this document-paper should then address the witnesses with these words...
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YAA WAYAA AL-MUSAMMAYNI FEE HAAZAA AL-KITAABIITHBITOO LEE HAAZIHI ASH-
SHAHAADATA INDAKUM HATTAA TAL-QAWNEE BIHAA ALAA AL-HAWD.

O So and So whose names are mentioned in this document-paper, certify for me this testimony of you so

that you will meet me carrying it at the Divine Pond.
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Asareply, the witnesses should say...
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YAA NASTAWDI'UKA ALLAAHA WASH-SHAHAADATU WAL-IQRAARU WAL-IKHAA'U MAWDOOATUN
INDA RASOOLIALLAAHI SALLAAALLAAHU ALAYHI WA-AALIHEE WANAQRA'U ALAYKA AS-
SALAAMU WARAHMATUALLAAHI WABARAKAATUH.

O So and So we entrust you with Allah. Our testimony, admission, and brotherhood are entrusted with
Allah’s Messenger, may Allah bless him and his Household. We invoke upon you peace, Allah’s mercy, and

His blessings.
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Then, the document-paper should be folded, enveloped, and sealed with the seals of both of the
witnesses and the person for which the witness has been made. It must then be put to the right side of the
dead with the palm-leaf stalk. This paper, which must be written down with camphor (water with which

camphor is mixed) and non-aromatic aloe-wood, must be put on the dead person’s forehead.
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